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A word from Classy…

Happy New Year, Classy Rats! 2019 is  all  about
making  scampers  towards better  rat  education
for our rats. Did you know that eight out of ten
young rats score lower than 50% on their R.A.T.
exams? Perhaps that's  the reason why hairless
tails have all but vanished from our colleges and
universities.  Something  is  failing  in  our  rat
education  system,  and  this  year  I  want  to  do
something about it.

According  to  a  study  conducted  by  the  Inter-
dimensional Rat Board of Education, most of the
fault lies in underfunded rat schools which lack
the new, cutting edge technologies needed to educate rodents in a modern world. Our little rats are
attending schools that are stuck in the dark ages. Instead of teaching rats how to operate computers,
we are placing obtuse value in skills such as Bubonic Plague Prevention, Sneaking, and Dirge. The most
embarrassing lapse is a science class whose outdated text books still state that the rat dimension is flat,
instead of a majestic cosmic sewer system as proved by the scientist, Ratstein, in 1601

It's truly a travesty that rats are no longer leaving the nest with knowledge necessary for their success.
But it doesn't have to be this way. Last year, The Classy Rat Foundation rose 200,000 pizzas for our
Chairatty, supporting proper seating for rats. Before this, most rats sat on the floor and had to climb up
the legs of tables to get to the top, or find something taller to jump from. But now, 703 establishments
across the tri-rat area have adequate seating for every pair of whiskers. We did that, Classy Rats. And
this year we will exceed that goal and fix another important issue in the rat community: Crumbs for
Class.

May there be numerous squeaks and clicks to the Rat Dimension, which is a year older; And to the
bright young minds who will soon inherit it.

Your friend,
Classy

Classy Rat 2018 Chairatty Ribbon-cutting.
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Classy Rat Fashion

This month I'm casting the spotlight on Hidden Houses, a 
shop owned by Chicago-based ratist and artist, Savannah 
Kristof. Nestled on Etsy and Instagram, this delightful artist 
and offers custom, hand painted rat pieces, such as pins, 
earrings, pendants, and stickers. Some products of note 
include LGBTQ+ Pride Rat pins, which feature a rat 
brandishing the colors of the rainbow.

Etsy.com/shop/hiddenhouses
@Hiddenhouses on Instagram

Classy Rat Of The Month

Pebble is a charming, energetic rat with a dashing
spotted veil across her face. She entranced the net
early  this  month  with  a  video  of  her  dressage
practice, during which she expertly absconded with
a  large  treat  while  still  keeping  perfect  form.
Experts in the practice of Rat dressage commented
that the 90 degree turn she made flowed well and
did  not  interrupt  her  rhythmn  or  stride,  as  is
common in  such feats.  According  to  her  family's
instagram, Pebble also enjoys bowling, acrobatics,
and thievery. 
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Pebble can be found @petzandratz on Instagram.



The Classy Rat Newsletter

January 2019

Rats with Jobs: APOPO HeroRats

APOPO, a world-wide organization which began in Belgium, trains rodents to detect land mines and tuberculosis.

In countries such as Cambodia, Vietnam, and Mozambique, 
landmines from past battles and conflicts still dot the country 
side, threatening the people who live there. There have been 
many efforts over the years to clean up these dangerous 
weapons, but there are still many injuries as people stumble 
across them by accident. The APOPO organization trains and 
deploys rats to detect landmines and help save lives. The rats 
undergo 9 months of training, during which they must learn to 
recognize the smell of explosive material. A final test (IMAS) is 
issued in order to become a mine detection rat; In the period of 
40 minutes, each herorat must accurately detect 2 deactivated 
landmines within 200 square meters of a patch of land. After the 
rats are officially certified, they are shipped to countries with 
APOPO affiliates and out to sites where they work with handlers 
to locate landmines. Currently, APOPO operates in Camobdia, 
Zimbabwe, Angola, and Columbia.

In addition to sniffing out landmines, APOPO HeroRats also can be trained to detect the presence of 
Tuberculosis (TB), a deadly disease that often goes undiagnosed until near fatal stages. These rats spend 9 
months practicing the recognition of TB positive samples and distinguishing them from TB negatives. The rats 
then are sent to hospitals in Tanzania, Mozambique, and Ethiopia, where they have increased the detection of 
this deadly disease by 40%, allowing more people to receive treatment in time and diminishing further spread of 
the disease.

The organization was started in 1997 by a Belgian named Bart Weetjens, who first came up with the idea of 
using rats to help detect landmines from his familiarity with the intelligence of his own pet rats. The type of rat 
tasked by APOPO is much bigger than the domesticated rat that we are familiar with, however. Instead, the 
longer-lived Giant African Pouched Rat is employed. According to the 2017 APOPO annual report, since it's 
conception, HeroRats have detected 107, 385 landmines and have prevented the development of 97,050 
tuberculosis cases.  APOPO is also participating in a Tanzanian Carbon Offset initiative to plant 50,000 trees in 
ten years. You can donate to APOPO Herorats online at apopo.org and even adopt a life-saving HeroRat by 
paying $7 a month.

http://www.apopo.org

3

An APOPO HeroRat standing proudly.
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Rat News: Churro Struggle in Subway

Earlier this month, a very interesting video from
Rat City emerged featuring two rats playing tug-
a-war  with a  full  sized  churro.  The  rats  in  the
video were identified as Felicia and Kubrik, and
the video was uploaded to the rat tube by their
friend, Zipper.

“We were always going to split it 3 ways, but
then it became obvious that Kubrik had other
plans,” Felicia told me on a video interview. The
two-faced Kubrik wanted the whole churro to himself, and tried to leave the scene with it, until Felicia stepped 
up and a battle ensued. “I was happy to split it, in half even. I'd have been happy with a ¼ portion, and so did 
Zipper. But Kubrik, he… I mean, we should have just got two churros, but then it would have been hard to carry 
them home.”

The scuffle attracted a crowd of commuters, and then a regulator arrived on
the scene: Officer Beaks Jenson, a pigeon police officer. Jenson flew over the
rats unexpectedly and lifted the churro into the air. Both rats were surprised
and lost their grip on the pastry. It was dropped mere tails away, but it was
too late, as a flock of pigeons claimed it. When asked for comment, Officer
Jenson simply cooed once and turned his head.

I asked Felicity what she was feeling.“[I'm] Just, in awe. I can't believe my
friend betrayed us like that. No, I can. He's always been sneaky with food. I
guess I can forgive him. He's a great friend otherwise. I think Zipper feels the
same way.”

May this be a warning to all Classy Rats out there: when you plan on splitting
food with your friends, make sure you're all on the same page. You wouldn't
want it to get snatched by a pigeon while you're arguing.
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Officer Beaks Jenson.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOGLWzBTq90
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Ask Classy

Got a problem? Let Classy deal some advice! Send your
questions to: AskTheClassyRat@gmail.com
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(c) Jo Schramer AKA Rats Jo 2019
@RatsJo

Ratdimension.com




